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§501.103

the reasons why he believes label dec-
laration of the marker should be sub-
ject to this exemption; and

(2) The person requesting the exemp-
tion has received from the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs a finding that
the marker is harmless and that the
exemption has been granted.

§501.103 Petitions requesting exemp-
tions from or special requirements
for label declaration of ingredients.

The Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, either on his own initiative or
on behalf of any interested person who
has submitted a petition pursuant to
part 10 of this chapter may issue a pro-
posal to amend §501.4 to specify the
manner in which an ingredient(s) shall
be declared, i.e., by specific or class
name, or §501.100 to exempt an ingre-
dient(s) from the requirements for
label declaration.

[41 FR 38619, Sept. 10, 1976, as amended at 42
FR 15675, Mar. 22, 1977]

§501.105 Declaration of net quantity
of contents when exempt.

(a) The principal display panel of a
food in package form shall bear a dec-
laration of the net quantity of con-
tents. This shall be expressed in the
terms of weight, measure, numerical
count, or a combination of numerical
count and weight or measure. The
statement shall be in terms of fluid
measure if the food is liquid, or in
terms of weight if the food is solid,
semisolid, or viscous, or a mixture of
solid and liquid; except that such state-
ment may be in terms of dry measure
if the food is a fresh fruit, fresh vege-
table, or other dry commodity that is
customarily sold by dry measure. If
there is a firmly established general
consumer usage and trade custom of
declaring the contents of a liquid by
weight, or a solid, semisolid, or viscous
product by fluid measure, it may be
used. Whenever the Commissioner de-
termines that an existing practice of
declaring net quantity of contents by
weight, measure, numerical count, or a
combination in the case of a specific
packaged food does not facilitate value
comparisons by consumers and offers
opportunity for consumer confusion, he
will by regulation designate the appro-
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priate term or terms to be used for
such commodity.

(b)(1) Statements of weight shall be
in terms of avoirdupois pound and
ounce.

(2) Statements of fluid measure shall
be in terms of the U.S. gallon of 231
cubic inches and quart, pint, and fluid
ounce subdivisions thereof, and shall:

(i) In the case of frozen food that is
sold and consumed in a frozen state,
express the volume at the frozen tem-
perature.

(ii) In the case of refrigerated food
that is sold in the refrigerated state,
express the volume at 40 °F (4 °C).

(iii) In the case of other foods, ex-
press the volume at 68 °F (20 °C).

(3) Statements of dry measure shall
be in terms of the U.S. bushel of
2,150.42 cubic inches and peck, dry
quart, and dry pint subdivisions there-
of.

(c) When the declaration of quantity
of contents by numerical count does
not give adequate information as to
the quantity of food in the package, it
shall be combined with such statement
of weight, measure, or size of the indi-
vidual units of the foods as will provide
such information.

(d) The declaration may contain
common or decimal fractions. A com-
mon fraction shall be in terms of
halves, quarters, eighths, sixteenths, or
thirty-seconds; except that if there ex-
ists a firmly established general con-
sumer usage and trade custom of em-
ploying different common fractions in
the net quantity declaration of a par-
ticular commodity, they may be em-
ployed. A common fraction shall be re-
duced to its lowest terms; a decimal
fraction shall not be carried out to
more than two places. A statement
that includes small fractions of an
ounce shall be deemed to permit small-
er variations than one which does not
include such fractions.

(e) The declaration shall be located
on the principal display panel of the
label, and with respect to packages
bearing alternate principal panels it
shall be duplicated on each principal
display panel.

(f) The declaration shall appear as a
distinct item on the principal display
panel, shall be separated (by at least a
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